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REPORT 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


OF  THE 


LEHIGH  COAL  AND  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 


The  Managers  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company  submit  to  the  Stockholders  the  fol- 
lowing Report: 

The  general  interruption  of  business  in  the  ma- 
nufacturing districts  of  our  country  existing  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1837,  and  the  large  stocks  of  the 
various  kinds  of  Anthracite  Coal  which  remained 
on  hand  at  that  time  (which  combination  of  unfa- 
vourable circumstances  was  stated  in  the  last  annual 
Report)  induced  us  to  plan  and  conduct  the  mining 
operations  of  the  Company,  in  1838,  on  a scale  less 
extensive  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  same 
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causes  also  operated  to  produce  a falling  off  in  the 
business  of  the  Schuylkill  and  Lackawanna  re- 
gions. 

There  were  taken  from  the  Company’s  mines, 
and  sent  to  their  landing  at  Mauch  Chunk,  in  the 
past  season,  154,693  tons,  of  which  153,547  tons 
were  shipped  down  the  Lehigh  Canal,  and  to  va- 
rious markets,  by  way  of  the  several  channels  ra- 
diating from  its  debouche  at  South  Easton,  viz.  the 
Delaware  Canal  to  Bristol ; the  Delaware  and  Bari- 
tan  Canal  to  the  Company’s  depot  at  Perth  Am- 
boy; and  the  Morris  Canal  to  Newark,  and  to  Jer- 
sey City  opposite  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  shipments  of  Coal  by  the  Lehigh  during 
1837,  as  stated  in  the  last  annual  Report,  were  as 
follows : 

Tons. 

From  Mauch  Chunk,  by  the  Lehigh 

Company,  .....  192,595 

From  Parry ville,  by  the  Beaver  Mea- 
dow Company,  about  . . . 31,500 

Total  shipments  of  Coal  by  the  Lehigh  — 

Canal  in  1837,  . . . .224,095 

Although  it  was  deemed  proper,  for  the  reasons 
mentioned,  to  limit  the  quantity  of  Coal  sent  from 
our  own  mines,  yet  it  is  with  great  pleasure  we 
inform  the  Stockholders  that  two  of  the  newT  com- 
panies mentioned  in  the  last  Report  as  connecting 
with  the  Lehigh  Navigation,  viz.  the  Hazleton 
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Company  and  the  Laurel  Hill  Company,  com- 
menced active  business  in  the  past  year,  and,  with 
the  Beaver  Meadow  Company,  have  added  mate- 
rially to  the  supply  of  Coal  furnished  by  our  Canal, 
as  will  appear  from  the  following  statement : 

Shipped  from  Penn  Haven,  mouth  of  Quakake 
Creek,  eight  and  a half  miles  above  Mauch  Chunk  : 

Tons. 

By  the  Hazleton  Company,  . . 14,221 

“ Laurel  Hill  Company,  . 2,001 

From  Mauch  Chunk  by  the  Lehigh 

Company,  .....  153,547 
From  Parryville,  six  miles  below 
Mauch  Chunk,  by  the  Beaver  Mea- 
dow Company,  ....  44,442 

Total  shipments  of  Coal  by  the  Lehigh  

Canal  in  1838,  ....  214,211 

The  decrease  in  the  quantity  brought  down  the 
Lehigh  during  1838,  was  nearly  four  and  a half 
per  cent  on  the  shipments  of  1837.  The  diminu- 
tion of  shipments  by  the  Schuylkill  for  the  same 
period,  was  about  seventeen  and  a half  per  cent,  and 
by  the  Lackawanna  about  thirty-two  per  cent. 

The  stock  of  Coal  belonging  to  this  Company  on 
hand  at  the  commencement  of  1838,  was  27,000 
tons;  and  on  the  lstinst.,  there  were,  at  the  seve- 
ral depots,  about  58,000  tons,  nearly  one  half  of 
which  is  stored  at  Perth  Amboy  and  Jersey  City, 
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points  from  which  Coal  can  be  delivered  at  any 
time  during  the  winter  season.  Notwithstanding 
that  the  amount  of  sales  was  not  so  great  as  in  the 
preceding  year,  it  is  a source  of  satisfaction  to  the 
managers  that  the  profits  realized  from  the  Coal 
business,  together  with  the  tolls  and  other  revenue, 
have  enabled  them  to  maintain  the  rate  of  dividends, 
and  leave  a surplus  somewhat  larger  than  at  the 
close  of  1837. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  freight  transported 
on  the  Lehigh  Navigation  in  183S  : 


Freight  on  Lehigh  Canal , 1S38. 


ASCENDING. 

DESCENDING. 

TOTAL. 

Tons. 

Dwt. 

Tons.  Cwt. 

Tons.  Cwt. 

Coal, 

596 

10 

213,615 

08 

214,211 

18 

Grain, 

847 

09 

1,517 

06 

2,364 

15 

Flour, 

382 

01 

2,966 

09 

3,348 

10 

Salt,  ..... 

768 

18 

768 

18 

Salt  Fish,  Beef  and  Pork, 

541 

18 

16 

10 

558 

08 

Beer,  Porter,  Cider,  &c., 

09 

2 

04 

2 

13 

Other  Provisions, 

217 

11 

13 

18 

231 

09 

Whiskey,  .... 

07 

11 

283 

07 

350 

18 

Hay  and  Straw, 

259 

14 

1 

00 

260 

14 

Lumber, 

1,514 

17 

3,735 

05 

5,250 

02 

Cord  Wood,  .... 

52 

00 

2,195 

00 

2,247 

00 

Bricks,  ..... 

407 

17 

407 

17 

Slate,  

1 

11 

169 

10 

171 

01 

Lime  and  Limestone, 

4,239 

18 

48 

11 

4,288 

09 

Other  Stone,  Sand  and  Plaster, 

1,241 

00 

146 

15 

1,387 

15 

Iron, 

706 

12 

1,497 

01 

2,203 

13 

Iron  Ore, 

4,551 

08 

1,707 

01 

6,258 

09 

Pitch,  Tar  and  Rosin, 

19 

13 

19 

13 

Merchandise,  . . . . 

2,311 

10 

641 

07 

2,952 

17 

Totals, 

18,728 

07 

228,556 

12 

247,284 

19 
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Of  the  freight  above  mentioned,  the  following  is 
the  tonnage  which  entered  the  New  Navigation  in 
the  Upper  Grand  Section,  recently  completed  : 


F)  'eight  on  the  Upper  Grand  Section , 1S3S. 


Coal, 

ASCENDING. 

Tons.  Cwt. 
Cl  04 

DESCENDING. 

Tons.  Cwt. 

15,976  19 

TOTAL. 

Tons.  Cwt. 
16,038  03 

Grain, 

12 

16 

12  16 

Flour, 

4 

08 

4 08 

Brick, 

8 

00 

8 00 

Lime,  . 

4 

00 

4 00 

Sand,  . 

32 

00 

32  00 

Iron.  . 

15 

00 

15  00 

Merchandize, 

. 131 

05 

1 10 

132  15 

Lumber, 

2,389  04 

2,389  04 

Totals,  2G8 

13 

18,367  13 

18,638  06 

There  have  also  been  carried  by  the  packet  boat, 
during  the  short  time  that  it  has  been  plying  on  the 
New  Navigation,  between  Mauch  Chunk  and 
White  Haven,  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  pas- 
sengers. 

The  Tolls  earned  by  the  Lehigh  Navigation  in 
1S3S,  amounted  to  $125,411  10.  Of  this  sum 
S16.S65  10  was  received  of  the  Beaver  Meadow 
Company,  and  $7201  42  of  the  Hazleton  Com- 
pany and  Laurel  Hill  Company. 

Of  the  Coal  that  descended  the  Lehigh  in  1838, 
there  entered  the  Morris  Canal  48,700  tons,  and 
the  Delaware  Canal  1 5 1,7SS  tons.  Of  the  last 
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named  quantity,  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  boats, 
containing  11,670  tons,  after  reaching  Bristol, 
were  towed  up  the  river  Delaware,  and  passed  into 
the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal;  and  about 30,000 
tons  were  shipped  coastwise  from  Bristol. 

The  Beaver  Meadow  Rail  Hoad  and  Coal  Com- 
pany have  mined,  during  the  past  year,  50,260 
tons  of  Coal,  of  which  49,563  tons  were  sent  by 
their  railroad  to  Parryville,  from  whence  44,442 
tons  were  shipped  down  the  Canal.  It  is  under- 
stood that  this  Company  are  making  arrangements 
to  send  down,  in  1839,  at  least  60,000  tons,  and  pro- 
bably 100,000  tons,  should  the  state  of  the  market 
warrant  it. 

The  following  Statements  have  been  furnished 
to  us  by  other  companies,  whose  improvements 
already  connect,  or  will  be  made  to  connect,  with 
the  Lehigh  Navigation : 

“ The  Hazleton  Coal  Company , early  in  the  past 
season,  completed  their  Railroad  from  their  mine 
to  its  intersection  with  the  Beaver  Meadow  Rail- 
road, a distance  of  about  ten  miles.  From  this 
point,  their  route  to  market  is  by  the  Beaver  Mea- 
dow Railroad,  nearly  five  miles,  to  Penn  Haven,  on 
the  Lehigh,  at  the  mouth  of  Quakake  Creek.  At 
this  place  the  Company  have  established  their  ship- 
ping port,  and  erected  a convenient  wharf,  and 
proper  facilities  for  their  object.  The  first  boat 
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loaded  with  Coal  cleared  from  Penn  Haven  on 
the  14th  of  May.  The  shipments  of  Hazleton 
Coal,  during  the  season,  amounted  to  14,221  tons. 
The  transportation  is  performed  wholly  by  lo- 
comotive steam  power,  and  the  fuel  employed 
is  exclusively  anthracite  coal,  except  during  the 
first  trip  of  the  day,  if  that  should  be  a de- 
scending trip,  in  which  case,  as  the  road  has  a 
continual  but  not  equal  descending  grade,  the 
power  required  is  very  small,  and  generally  that  of 
gravity  alone,  whence  it  is  found  more  convenient, 
until  the  furnace  becomes  heated,  to  sustain  this 
small  and  occasional  power  by  the  use  of  wood. 
Two  locomotives  were  placed  on  the  road  du- 
ring the  past  season:  to  these  will  be  added  a third, 
on  the  opening  of  the  navigation.  This  additional 
power,  together  with  a stationary  engine  to  be  in- 
troduced at  the  mine,  aided  by  the  preparatory 
winter  operations  now  in  train,  will,  it  is  presumed, 
enable  the  Company  to  increase  the  amount  of  their 
business  during  the  next  season  to  30,000  tons.” 

“The Laurel HillCoalCompa?iyh?ive\ocated  their 
mining  operations  immediately  adjacent  to  the  town 
of  Hazleton,  connecting  their  mine  w'ith  the  Hazle- 
ton Railroad,  by  a branch  of  a few  hundred  yards. 
This  Company  having  completed  their  preparatory 
operations,  commenced  the  forwarding  of  coal  to 
market  in  July  last.  Their  route  is  the  same  as 
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that  of  the  Hazleton  Company,  selecting,  in  like 
manner,  Penn  Haven  for  their  shipping  port.  The 
first  boat  loaded  with  Laurel  Hill  coal  cleared  from 
Penn  Haven  on  the  14th  of  August.  The  quan- 
tity shipped  during  the  season  amounted  to  about 
2000  tons.  The  transportation  of  the  Laurel  Hill 
coal  has  been  performed  under  contract  by  the  lo- 
comotive power  of  the  Hazleton  Company.  The 
mine  opened  by  the  Laurel  Hill  Company  is  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Hazleton  Basin,  and  presents 
a peculiarity  in  the  character  of  its  coal,  which 
none  had  anticipated,  combining,  it  appears,  with 
the  general  characteristics  of  the  Hazleton  basin, 
the  quality  of  being  a free  burning  coal.  This 
Company  are  vigorously  preparing  to  bring  to  mar- 
ket during  the  next  season  about  20,000  tons.” 

“ The  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Company  have,  since 
the  Report  of  last  year,  further  proved  the  veins 
of  Coal  on  which  they  are  now  operating,  and  both 
in  quantity  and  quality  they  find  the  realities  to 
exceed  their  expectations.  The  officers  of  the 
Company  state  that  they  feel  themselves  to  be 
amply  repaid,  by  the  results,  for  the  cautious  and 
minute  examinations  that  have  been  from  time  to 
time  ordered  and  made;  nor  do  they  regret  the 
delay,  which  now  enables  them  to  make  known  a 
fact  so  important  to  the  parties  interested,  as  is 
exemplified  by  these  examinations.  It  is  now 
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ascertained  that  the  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Compa- 
ny possesses  two  distinct  coal  basins.  The  ex- 
tensive one,  on  which  they  are  now  at  work,  on 
the  south  side  of  Council  Ridge,  is  only  so  far  more 
valuable  as  compared  with  the  northern  basin,  em- 
braced within  their  limits,  that  they  are  nearer  to 
navigation  by  about  two  miles,  in  the  one,  than  in 
the  other.  The  Company  are  now  prosecuting 
the  work  on  the  south  side  of  Council  Ridge,  and 
they  believe  that  in  the  course  of  the  season  they 
will  be  in  full  operation,  as  they  confidently  ex- 
pect that  within  a short  period,  the  Railroad  to 
their  depot  on  the  Lehigh,  at  the  mouth  of  Laurel 
Run,  the  distance  to  which  from  their  mines  is  but 
about  four  miles,  will  be  completed.  They  state, 
too,  that  they  can  scarcely  be  deemed  over  san- 
guine, in  their  anticipations  of  sending  to  market  at 
least  50,000  tons  of  coal  per  annum,  as  they  be- 
lieve, if  the  demand  should  justify  it,  that  100,000 
tons  will  be  much  within  the  limit  of  their  capa- 
bilities.” 

“The  Summit  Coal  Company  finished  the  grad- 
ing of  their  Railroad  in  July  last.  All  the  iron, 
timber,  and  other  materials  for  the  completion  of 
the  superstructure,  are  now  upon  the  road,  and  it 
will  be  ready  for  use  in  six  weeks  after  the  frost 
shall  have  left  the  ground  the  ensuing  spring.  It 
will  be  adapted  to  the  use  of  locomotive  engines  of 
n 
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the  largest  class.  They  have  for  the  last  year  con- 
tinued to  examine  and  explore  their  lands,  with 
the  view  to  commence  their  mining  operations 
with  a more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  topogra- 
phy and  geology  of  their  land,  the  quality,  thick- 
ness and  dip  of  their  veins,  than  has  heretofore  been 
the  practice;  and  also  with  the  view  of  enabling 
the  Company  to  judge,  with  comparative  certainty, 
of  their  resources,  that  they  might  proportion  the 
expenditures  accordingly.  In  these  researches  they 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  most  distinguished 
geologists  and  colliers  of  this  state,  and  the  result 
has  satisfactorily  confirmed  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations. A vein  of  coal  upwards  of  twenty-four 
feet  in  thickness  extends  throughout  a large  por- 
tion of  the  land  of  the  Company,  nearly  one  half 
of  which  can  be  worked  above  the  water  level,  and 
at  several  different  points.  There  is  also  a vein 
fifteen  feet  in  thickness,  that  can  also  be  worked  at 
several  points  above  the  water  level.  There  are 
also  several  other  veins,  from  four  to  ten  feet  in 
thickness,  lying  underneath  these,  that,  no  doubt, 
continuously  extend,  in  an  almost  unbroken  sheet, 
under  the  whole  land  of  the  Company,  as  there  are 
but  two  or  three  points  where  they  come  to  the 
surface.  The  quantity  of  coal  that  they  possess  is 
so  great;  its  favourable  location,  having  a descend- 
ing railroad  to  the  Lehigh  Canal ; and  the  facility 
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with  which  it  can  be  mined,  without  the  cost  of 
stationary  engines,  or  the  continually  increasing 
expense  of  hoisting  coal  and  water,  have  induced 
the  Company  to  adopt  the  policy  of  renting  or  sell- 
ing their  coal  in  the  ground,  after  they  shall  have, 
by  the  construction  of  railroads,  tunnels,  drifts, 
houses,  &c.  placed  their  mines  within  the  compass 
of  individual  enterprise,  skill  and  economy.  They 
will  be  prepared  to  send  coal  to  market  early  the 
ensuing  season,  and  gradually  to  increase  and  ex- 
tend their  operations.” 

“The  Northampton  and  Luzerne  Coal  Company, 
near  the  Beaver  Meadows,  have  opened  their  coal, 
and,  from  appearances,  have  a very  large  body  of 
superior  quality.  They  have  also  on  their  land 
a large  quantity  of  white  and  yellow  pine,  hem- 
lock and  chestnut  timber.  They  have  only  to 
make  a railroad  of  about  one  mile,  to  give  them  an 
avenue  to  market.” 

“The  Stafford  Coal  Company , with  a capital  of 
8250,000  and  the  right  of  extending  it  8100,000 
more,  has  been  chartered,  and  has  purchased  a body 
of  coal  land  exceeding  one  thousand  three  hundred 
acres,  lying  around  the  principal  mines  of  the  Bea- 
ver Meadow  Company,  and  extending  to  the  coal 
lands  of  the  Hazleton  and  Laurel  Hill  Coal  Com- 
panies. All  the  veins  of  this  coal  field  are  under- 
stood to  be  included.  Most  of  them,  including  the 
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main  coal  vein,  exceeding  twenty-eight  feet  in 
thickness,  have  been  opened  on  this  property. 
These  mines  will  be  connected  by  lateral  roads 
with  the  improvements  of  the  Beaver  Meadow,  and 
perhaps  with  those  of  the  Hazleton  and  Summit 
Companies.” 

“ The  Sugar  Loaf  Coal  Company  was  chartered 
in  April  1838,  with  a capital  of  8250,000.  They 
have  one  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  ad- 
joining, on  the  north  and  east,  the  lands  of  the 
Hazleton  and  Laurel  Hill  Companies,  embracing 
three-fourths  of  the  entire  width  of  the  Hazle 
Creek  coal  field.  At  the  place  selected  for  their 
mining  operations  (which  are  now  actively  pro- 
gressing), they  have  developed,  in  a perpendicular 
shaft,  an  aggregate  of  about  twenty-two  feet  in 
thickness  of  superior  coal,  and  ascertained  the  exis- 
tence of  other,  both  under  and  overlying,  veins,  not 
yet  fully  developed,  showing  an  ample  amount  of 
coal  for  the  most  extended  operations.  The  slope 
into  the  mines  is  now  being  driven  on  the  lower 
seven  feet  vein ; and  the  depth  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  is  already  attained,  without  annoyance 
from  water.  They  will  connect  with  the  Hazle- 
ton Railroad  (which  runs  through  their  lands), 
about  two  miles  below  the  mines  of  that  Company, 
by  a short  railroad,  of  easy  grade,  about  three- 
fourths  of  a mile  long,  the  grading  for  which  will 
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be  shortly  completed.  Their  stationary  engine, 
locomotives  and  cars  are  all  under  contract,  to  be 
completed  at  an  early  period,  and  the  Company 
confidently  expect  their  arrangements  will  enable 
them  to  mine  and  send  to  market  a considerable 
quantity  of  coal  during  the  present  year.  They 
will  enter  the  canal  at  the  mouth  of  Quakake, 
where  a wharf  is  now  being  constructed  for  their 
use.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  operations 
of  this  Company  will  considerably  increase  the  ton- 
nage on  the  Lehigh  Canal.” 

“ The  Tamaneml  Mining  Company  are  prepar- 
ing to  commence  operations  early  in  the  ensuing 
season,  or  as  soon  as  the  Little  Schuylkill  and  Sus- 
quehanna Railroad  Company  shall  have  completed 
their  branch  to  the  Lehigh.” 

“ The  Branch  Line  of  the  Little  Schuylkill  and 
Susquehanna  Railroad,  twelve  miles  long,  diverg- 
ing from  the  main  road,  near  Lindner’s  Gap,  about 
one  mile  south  east  of  the  summit,  passing  through 
Quakake  valley,  and  intersecting  the  Beaver  Mea- 
dow Railroad  at  the  mouth  of  Black  Creek,  about 
four  miles  from  the  Lehigh  Canal,  is  nearly  com- 
pleted; the  location  is  admirable,  and  the  grading 
of  the  road  will  be  finished  and  ready  for  the  su- 
perstructure by  the  month  of  May  next;  and  it  is 
the  determination  of  the  managers  to  construct 
their  road  in  the  best  possible  manner,  with  a heavy 
b* 
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iron  H rail,  weighing  fifty  pounds  per  yard.  When 
it  is  considered  that  the  main  line  of  this  railroad, 
which  is  wholly  divested  of  inclined  planes , with 
its  branch  line  to  the  Lehigh  Canal,  upon  which 
but  one  inclined  plane  occurs,  passes  upwards  of 
twenty  miles  through  the  middle  anthracite  coal 
field,  connecting  with  the  north  branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna at  Catawissa,  and  with  the  west  branch 
at  Williamsport,  thereby  securing  a large  portion 
of  the  valuable  trade  of  both  branches  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna; intersecting  also  at  Williamsport  the 
railroad  thence  to  Elmira,  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  as  well  as  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad  at 
the  same  point,  the  immense  benefits  which  the 
Lehigh  Navigation  Company  will  derive  from  this 
important  tributary  can  be  justly  appreciated.  It 
may  also  be  mentioned,  as  an  additional  advantage, 
that  this  branch  will  form,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Railroad,  and  the  Lehigh  and 
Morris  canals  (all  of  which  are  completed  and  in 
successful  operation),  an  entire  and  excellent  com- 
munication between  New  York  and  the  Susque- 
hanna. The  whole  distance  by  this  route  from 
the  city  of  New  York  to  Catawdssa,  will  be  two 
hundred  and  five  miles  ; and  from  New  York  to 
Williamsport  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles;  being 
fifty-three  miles  shorter  than  the  ordinary  route, 
by  which  merchandise  and  produce  are  transported 
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between  those  places  at  the  present  time  ; and  re- 
quiring only  one  transhipment^ iz.  that  from  canal 
to  railroad,  at  Parryville,  or  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Quakake,  on  the  Lehigh.” 

The  operations  growing  out  of  the  large  and  in- 
creasing amount  of  capital  and  enterprise,  which 
the  companies  above  enumerated  are  carrying  into 
the  great  coal  district  bordering  on  the  new  navi- 
gation above  Mauch  Chunk,  will  rapidly  swell  the 
tolls  of  this  Company,  and  must  satisfy  the  stock- 
holders that,  within  a few  years, no  portion  of  their 
extensive  and  substantial  improvements  will  ex- 
ceed, in  productiveness,  the  upper  section  of  the 
Lehigh;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  feel  assured  that  the 
coal  of  this  region  may  be  so  cheaply  distributed, 
by  means  of  the  Lehigh  Navigation,  to  a widely 
extending  market,  that  it  cannot  fail  amply  to  re- 
munerate the  companies  and  individuals  embarking 
in  this  newly  opened  field  of  mineral  wealth. 

In  view  of  the  income  which  will  accrue  from 
the  tolls  on  coal,  lumber  and  other  produce  enter- 
ing the  Upper  Section,  from  the  region  bordering 
on  the  Lehigh  and  from  the  rich  valley  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, as  well  as  from  the  rents  derivable  from 
the  leasing  of  the  mines,  &c.  owned  by  this  Com- 
pany, the  managers  believe  that  the  time  is  fast 
approaching  when  it  will  be  the  interest  of  the 
Company  to  discontinue  the  business  of  bringing 
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coal  to  market  and  vending  it  on  their  own  account. 
This  change  in  their  operations  will  simplify  the 
transactions  of  the  Company  by  divesting  them  of 
all  business  which  is  of  a mercantile  character.  It 
is  believed,  too,  that  the  exertions  of  numerous 
companies  and  individuals,  furnishing  so  many  se- 
parate vendors  of  coal,  will,  on  the  well  understood 
principle  of  division  of  labour,  insure  a much  greater 
and  more  rapid  success  in  sales,  than  could  be  ex- 
pected from  the  exertions  of  any  single  company 
or  any  one  vendor. 

As  the  first  step  in  the  proposed  change,  which 
must  of  course  be  gradually  effected,  the  Board  have 
leased  out  their  Room  Run  mines  for  a term  of 
three  years,  the  contractors  to  take  from  the  mines 
not  less  than  30,000  tons  the  first  year,  and  to  in- 
crease the  quantity  5000  tons  each  succeeding 
year.  With  their  present  facilities,  however,  the 
Company  intend  to  pursue  the  coal  business  as 
formerly,  from  their  old  mines,  but,  when  a second 
track  railroad  shall  have  been  made  to  those  mines, 
they  will  be  able  to  lease  them  also  on  favourable 
terms. 

Should  it  be  thought  at  any  time  expedient, 
a railroad  of  only  four  and  a half  miles  extent 
will  connect  the  Company’s  railroad,  at  the  old  or 
Summit  mines,  just  mentioned,  with  Tamaquaand 
Little  Schuylkill,  and  thus  open  that  region  cheaper 
to  the  New  York  market  than  by  any  other  route. 
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This  would  also  connect  the  line  for  passengers 
from  Philadelphia  up  the  Reading  railroad,  with 
the  Company’s  railroad  to  Mauch  Chunk ; and  up 
the  Lehigh  Navigation  to  White  Haven,  thence  by 
the  railroad  to  Wilkesbarre  ; being  fifty-nine  miles 
on  the  Company’s  improvements,  for  the  travel  to 
northern  Pennsylvania. 

The  Company’s  railroad  from  the  Lehigh  Navi- 
gation at  White  Haven  to  Wilkesbarre,  and  the 
North  Branch  Canal,  is  expected  to  be  finished  so 
as  to  pass  over  the  whole  line,  in  all  this  year.  The 
contracts  for  grading  will  all  expire  on  the  1st  day 
of  May  next,  1839. 

The  sills  for  the  road  are  all  contracted  for,  and 
are  to  be  delivered  early  in  the  ensuing  summer. 
The  iron  edge  rails  have  also  been  all  contracted 
for,  and  are  likewise  to  be  delivered  in  the  early 
part  of  the  summer. 

On  this  road  there  will  be  three  planes  to  ascend 
the  mountain  from  Wilkesbarre,  with  a steam  engine 
of  suitable  power  to  each,  sufficient  to  draw  up  full 
trains,  of  say  ten  to  fifteen  cars  at  once,  and  as  the 
arrangements  at  the  planes  will  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  hitching  or  unhitching,  only  one  person,  the 
brakeman , will  be  required  to  take  charge  of  the 
train  through  to  White  Haven  and  back.  The 
planes  will  be  passed  up  and  down  with  a slow 
motion,  so  as  to  avoid  the  greater  part  of  the  risk 
usually  apprehended  from  their  use. 
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The  whole  structure  will  be  of  the  most  perma- 
nent character,  and  the  grading  being  exceedingly 
favourable  from  the  planes  to  the  Lehigh,  will  ad- 
mit of  as  economical  transportation  per  mile,  in 
that  direction,  which  will  be  the  direction  of  nine- 
tenths  of  the  tonnage,  as  perhaps  any  railroad  in  the 
state. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Company  to  put  the 
rates  of  toll  on  this  road  so  low,  as  to  insure  its 
general  use  for  the  productions  of  the  Susquehanna ; 
and  the  managers  have  no  doubt  of  its  forming  a 
most  important  “ feeder ” to  the  Lehigh  navigation, 
and,  through  that  navigation,  to  the  Delaware 
Canal  owned  by  the  Commonwealth. 

The  length  of  the  railroad  is  nearly  twenty 
miles,  as  follows : 

Miles. 

From  the  Wilkesbarre  basin  to  the  foot  of 
the  planes,  . . . . 'if 

The  planes,  and  the  levels  connecting  them,  3^ 

From  the  uppermost  plane ; nearly  all  level,  5 

Thence  descending  to  the  Lehigh,  with 
grades  of  forty-seven  to  sixty  feet  per 
mile,  interrupted,  however,  by  a tempo- 
rary railroad  over  a small  hill,  until  a 
tunnel  can  be  made  through  the  hill,  . 9^ 

With  this  work  done,  the  beautiful  and  produc- 
tive valley  of  the  north  branch  of  the  Susquehanna, 
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and,  in  fact,  northern  Pennsylvania,  will  have  an 
outlet  to  a general  market,  shorter  and  cheaper  than 
any  other,  and  the  route  will  pass  over  the  entire 
length  of  the  navigation  and  railroad  belonging  to 
the  Lehigh  Company — say  ninety-two  miles. 

The  following  statement  has  been  furnished  by 
the  Wyoming  Coal  Company , whose  improvements 
will  be  connected  with  the  railroad,  for  insertion 
in  this  Report: 

“The  Wyoming  Coal  Company's  charter  became 
a law,  April,  A.  D.  1838,  with  a capital  of  8300.000, 
and  2000  acres  of  land.  Their  lands,  which  are 
in  the  valley  of  Wyoming,  are  selected  most  favour- 
ably for  their  operations  to  meet  the  three  great  out- 
lets to  market  anxiously  looked  for,  and  commence 
near  the  south  west  end  of  the  valley,  extending  to 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Lackawanna,  north  east,  a 
distance  of  about  twenty  miles,  divided  through 
the  whole  distance  by  other  land  owners;  as  may 
be  seen  by  a reference  to  said  Company’s  map. 
The  coal  mined  from  the  first  four  miles  upwards, 
is  intended  to  pass  down  the  Susquehanna  Canal  to 
tide  water.  The  coal  from  the  next  eight  miles,  to 
end  two  miles  above  Wilkesbarre,  they  intend  to 
carry  over  the  Susquehanna  and  Lehigh  railroad  to 
the  Lehigh  Canal ; thence  by  the  Delaware  Canal  to 
market.  The  Company  have  already  made  ar- 
rangements wfith  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
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Company,  to  carry  their  coal  over  the  said  railroad 
to  the  Lehigh  Canal,  to  commence  the  first  year 
after  the  road  is  completed  with  20,000  tons,  and 
to  increase  10,000  tons  annually,  till  it  amounts  to 
100,000  tons  a year.  It  may  be  well  to  remark 
that  the  formation  of  the  coal  veins,  situate  in  the 
valley  of  Wyoming,  is  peculiarly  favourable,  and 
that  the  coal  can  be  mined  with  so  little  cost, 
that  the  Company  will  be  enabled  to  carry  their 
coal  over  the  Susquehanna  and  Lehigh  railroad,  and 
thence  to  market,  on  such  terms  as  to  compete 
with  any  Company  in  either  of  the  anthracite  coal 
regions  of  Pennsylvania.  The  coal  in  their  lands 
above  Wilkesbarre  to  the  Lackawanna,  is  intended 
for  the  trade  of  the  North  Branch  Canal  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna ; and  when  the  said  North  Braneh  Canal 
is  completed,  the  Company  anticipate  a most  favour- 
able outlet  for  their  coal  business.  There  are  seve- 
ral reports,  by  good  authorities,  before  the  public, 
as  to  the  extent  of  this  coal  region ; therefore  it 
would  be  superfluous  for  the  Company  to  say  much 
on  the  subject,  only  that  it  may  be  truly  stated  to 
be  inexhaustible.  The  regular  veins,  in  the  valley 
of  Wyoming,  are  from  four  to  six,  eight,  ten,  twelve, 
fifteen,  and  to  twenty-four  feet  in  thickness;  the 
cross  section  being  from  two  to  four  miles.  The 
Company  has  commenced  grading  a road  through 
their  lands,  a distance  of  four  miles,  say  two  miles 
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to  the  North  Branch  Canal,  and  two  miles  to  the 
Susquehanna  and  Lehigh  Railroad.  They  have 
contracted  for  the  timber  for  their  road;  also  for 
coal  cars,  to  carry  three  tons  each,  and  canal  boats 
of  sixty  to  seventy  tons  burthen ; which  they  in- 
tend to  increase  in  number,  as  may  be  required  to 
meet  the  completion  of  the  outlets  to  market.” 

The  navigation  in  the  upper  section  of  the  Le- 
high is  now  all  finished,  in  conformity  with  the 
law,  and  answers,  in  practice,  the  most  sanguine 
expectations  of  the  Company.  Although  this 
work  has  been  so  recently  completed,  and  the 
arrangements  for  business  by  companies  and  in- 
dividuals in  the  region  through  which  it  passes 
are  not  yet  matured,  2,389,000  feet  of  timber  and 
lumber  have  been  brought  down,  and,  as  before 
stated,  16,200  tons  of  coal,  from  Penn  Haven,  be- 
sides other  tonnage,  enumerated  in  the  list  of 
freight  which  has  just  been  read. 

As  the  lifts  of  the  locks  are  much  higher  than 
usual,  some  apprehension  may  have  been  entertained 
for  the  supply  of  water.  If  so,  experience  must 
have  removed  all  doubt  during  the  past  season, 
which  was  peculiar  for  the  lowness  of  the  water ; 
the  dams,  too,  like  all  new  work  of  the  kind,  being 
in  some  degree  leaky.  The  pond  at  White  Haven, 
about  one  mile  and  a quarter  long,  and  an  average 
of  four  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  width,  having 
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been  partially  drawn  down,  was  filled  up  three  and 
a half  feet,  to  top  dam  in  nine  hours,  being  suffi- 
cient to  fill  a lock  of  twenty  feet  lift,  two  hundred 
and  twenty  times  in  that  short  period.  The  navi- 
gation has  a capacity  for  boats  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  tons  burthen,  but,  allowing  them  to  be  one 
hundred  tons,  half  the  time  to  be  full  and  half  the 
time  empty,  and  two  hundred  days  of  navigation 
in  the  year,  it  could  pass  2,200,000  tons  per  an- 
num. 

One  remarkable  and  beneficial  result  from  the 
high  dams  is,  that  in  consequence  of  the  force  of 
the  current  being  checked  by  the  great  depth  of 
water,  the  ice  dissolves  in  each  pond,  and  we  have 
therefore  no  ice  freshets  to  apprehend,  in  the  upper 
section. 

The  packet  boat,  which  has  been  plying  on  this 
navigation  since  it  was  finished,  passes  the  whole 
distance  of  twenty-five  miles  between  Mauch 
Chunk  and  White  Haven,  in  nine  and  a half  hours ; 
the  amount  of  lockage  between  those  points  over- 
coming six  hundred  feet.  The  boat  goes  up  one 
day  and  returns  the  next  day;  but  it  is  intended  to 
have  relays  of  horses  in  future,  so  as  to  go  both  up 
and  down  in  one  day,  forming  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting lines  of  travel  in  our  mountainous  coun- 
try. The  navigation  consists  principally  of  pools, 
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in  which  the  boat  is  readily  drawn  at  the  rate  of 
seven  miles  per  hour. 

The  plan  of  filling  the  locks  in  the  upper  sec- 
tion being  so  superior  to  the  old  plan,  the  engineer 
of  the  Company  has  recommended  adopting  it  in 
the  upper  gates  of  the  locks  in  the  lower  section, 
whenever  it  may  happen  that  those  gates  require 
renewing.  About  half  the  time  occupied  in  filling 
the  locks  will  be  saved  by  this  plan. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Stockholders,  that 
at  the  last  annual  meeting  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  Governor  to  inspect 
the  portion  of  the  upper  section  which  was  then 
finished,  was  submitted;  and  inasmuch  as  the  in- 
spection of  the  remaining  portion,  made  during  the 
past  year,  gives  the  highest  and  most  conclusive 
legal  sanction  to  the  Company’s  work,  all  the  do- 
cuments connected  therewith  will  be  furnished  in 
an  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

E.  A.  Douglas , Esq.,  under  whose  charge  the 
line  of  navigation  in  the  Upper  Section  was  so  suc- 
cessfully laid  out  and  completed,  is  now  engaged 
as  chief  engineer  of  the  Company  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Railroad. 

There  are  already  twenty-eight  sawmills  on  the 
waters  of  the  upper  section  of  the  Lehigh,  includ- 
ing several  which  are  now  building;  and  many 
more  are  about  to  be  constructed.  The  water 
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power  from  the  upper  Lehigh  is  sufficient  to  saw 
all  the  timber  from  the  200,000  acres  of  timber 
land  which  are  on  the  borders  of  that  stream  and 
its  tributaries. 

It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners, in  their  Report  dated  December  21, 
1838,  have  again  urged  the  necessity  of  enlarging 
the  capacity  of  the  Delaware  division.  The  fol- 
lowing is  extracted  from  their  Report : 

“This  division  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the 
most  profitable  portions  of  the  public  works,  owing 
to  its  connection  with  the  improvements  of  the 
Lehigh  Company,  extending  by  canal  and  railroad, 
now  nearly  completed,  to  the  Susquehanna  at 
Wilkesbarre,  and  to  the  mining  operations  of  the 
Mauch  Chunk,  Beaver  Meadow,  and  other  coal 
companies  which  depend  upon  it  for  an  outlet  to 
market.  The  growing  and  increasing  demand  for 
coal  and  iron  will  render  it  necessary,  at  no  distant 
period,  to  increase  the  capacity  of  this  division  by 
the  construction  of  additional  locks  alongside  of  the 
present  ones,  of  dimensions  corresponding  with 
those  of  the  Lehigh,  adapted  to  boats  of  one  hun- 
dred tons.  The  capacity  of  the  canal  being  thus 
increased,  an  additional  supply  of  water  may  be- 
come necessary.  This  could  be  obtained  by  the 
construction  of  a feeder,  taken  from  the  Delaware 
at  Catbush  island.” 
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The  Managers  still  hope  that  the  Legislature 
will  be  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  extending 
and  increasing  the  benefits  derivable  from  the  De- 
laware State  Canal,  by  directing  the  construction 
of  an  outlet  Lock  at  Black’s  Eddy,  by  means  of 
which  a connection  will  be  formed  between  that 
Canal  and  the  Navigable  Feeder  of  the  Delaware 
and  Raritan  Canal.  This  connection  would  even- 
tually greatly  increase  both  the  ascending  and  de- 
scending trade  on  the  Delaware  Canal,  and  propor- 
tionably  augment  the  tolls  to  be  received  by  the 
Commonwealth.  The  people  of  all  northern  Penn- 
sylvania, representing  probably  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  agricultural  part  of  the  state,  are  interested 
in  having  a choice  of  markets  for  their  produce. 
Philadelphia  is  their  nearest,  as  well  as  natural 
market;  but  it  is  rather  hard  to  be  compelled  to 
go  the  whole  line  of  the  state  canal  of  sixty  miles, 
to  Bristol  or  to  Philadelphia,  when  the  destination 
of  the  cargo  is  New  York.  If  the  article  be  coal, 
coming  from  the  Susquehanna  and  bound  to  New 
York,  the  citizen  would  have  to  pay  an  extra  cost, 
in  going  by  way  of  Bristol,  equal  to  the  whole  va- 
lue of  the  coal  when  mined  and  delivered  in  the 
Wyoming  valley. 

The  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company  have 
finished  their  canal  to  Jersey  City,  debouching  into 
the  Hudson  river,  opposite  the  city  of  New  York, 
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at  a pier  and  landing  now  being  constructed, 
and  which,  when  completed,  will  perhaps  not  be 
exceeded,  for  conveniences  and  adaptation  to  New 
York  business,  by  any  similar  works  on  either  side 
of  that  great  river.  We  are  also  informed  that  the 
Company  intend  to  enlarge  all  their  works,  so  as  to 
pass  boats  of  fifty  to  sixty  tons  burthen.  When 
this  is  accomplished,  their  canal  will  be  one  of  great 
interest  to  the  three  anthracite  coal  regions  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  well  as  to  the  great  western  business 
coming  through  one  hundred  miles  or  more  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Canal,  either  down  the  north 
or  the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  via 
the  Lehigh  improvements,  which  may  be  bound  to 
New  York ; and  last,  but  not  least,  it  will  make  the 
canal  of  great  value  to  the  stockholders. 

The  long  agitated  question  of  Pennsylvania  an- 
thracite coal  being  adapted,  as  a substitute  for  char- 
coal, or  coke  coal,  to  the  purpose  of  smelting  iron 
ore,  appears  now  to  be  fully  established  by  our 
enterprising  citizens,  Messrs  Guiteau , Baughman , 
High  and  Lowthorp , who  have  a furnace  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  which  is  now,  and  has  been  for  thirty-two 
days  continuously,  free  from  all  interruption,  in  full 
blast  exclusively  with  anthracite  coal  from  our 
mines,  and  although  a very  small  furnace,  yields, 
on  an  average,  one  and  a half  tons  per  day.  Their 
iron  is  believed  to  be  of  first  quality,  both  as  pig 
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metal  and  for  making  bar  iron.  We  view  this 
success  (which,  however,  we  never  doubted,  since 
the  hot  blast  has  been  in  use)  as  an  earnest  of  much 
benefit  to  our  Company,  to  individuals  who  are 
or  may  be  engaged  in  the  iron  business,  and  to 
the  state  at  large. 

The  principality  of  Wales,  in  Great  Britain,  alone, 
makes  annually  about  300,000  tons  of  iron,  amount- 
ing to  at  least  815,000,000.  As  the  demand  for 
iron,  for  railroads,  steamboats  and  other  purposes, 
is  so  much  beyond  the  supply  as  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  the  article  in  England  fifty  per  cent  higher 
than  it  has  sometimes  been,  we  think  the  presump- 
tion a reasonable  one  that  a business  may  be  done 
here,  ere  many  years,  in  that  article,  equal  to  say 
one-fourth  of  that  in  Wales;  and  indeed  we  have 
on  the  Lehigh  Navigation  enough  of  water  power 
and  of  anthracite  coal,  and  (by  embracing  with  it 
the  iron  ore  on  the  Morris  Canal)  a sufficiency  of 
iron  ore,  to  meet  a demand  for  iron  equal  to  the 
whole  quantity  that  is  made  in  Wales. 

The  Company  have  put  upon  a plane  of  twelve 
hundred  feet  in  length,  at  their  Boom  Run  mines, 
an  iron  band,  one-twelfth  of  an  inch  in  thickness  by 
three  inches  in  width,  as  a substitute  for  rope  or 
chain,  which  has  answered  their  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations. It  has  been  in  use  three  months,  and 
has  passed  down  15,784  tons  of  coal.  No  doubt 


32 


is  entertained  but  that  it  will  save  fully  three- 
fourths  of  the  cost  of  ropes  on  the  planes. 

Two  large  steamboats,  the  Passaic  and  the  Inde- 
pendence, passing  between  New  York  and  Newark 
and  Perth  Amboy,  have  been  put  into  successful 
operation  with  anthracite  coal,  the  former  having 
used  it  during  all  the  last  year,  and  the  latter  for 
several  months  past,  proving  its  superiority  for  econ- 
omy, convenience  and  cleanliness,  over  bituminous 
coal  or  wood ; one  ton  of  anthracite  effecting  as 
much  as  one  cord  and  three  quarters  of  wood. 
One  of  these  boats,  the  Independence,  moves  at  the 
rate  of  seventeen  miles  per  hour.  The  Company’s 
steam  tow  boats  Pennsylvania  and  Convoy,  continue 
to  be  run  with  anthracite  coal  with  the  most  de- 
sirable success,  the  former  occasionally  towing  up- 
wards of  one  thousand  tons  of  freight  at  a time. 
It  is  believed  that  so  soon  as  the  practice  of  passing 
a portion  of  the  escape  steam  under  the  grate  bars 
of  the  furnace,  is  added  to  other  valuable  improve- 
ments, already  adopted,  the  use  of  anthracite  coal 
will  become  general,  not  only  in  our  steamboats 
on  fresh  water,  but  also  in  the  large  steam  ships, 
now  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  and  from  England ; 
this  article  being  abundant  and  cheap  here , and,  as 
it  is  understood,  there  also. 

The  experience  of  Garrett  Eastwick , of  Phila- 
delphia, in  successfully  using  anthracite  coal  in  their 


33 


locomotive  engines,  has  received  additional  confir- 
mation during  the  past  year,  on  the  Columbia  Rail- 
road ; also  on  the  Sunbury  branch  of  the  Danville  and 
Pottsville  Railroad,  on  which  they  have  used  no  other 
fuel  for  several  months  past,  in  drawing  their  coal. 
The  Beaver  Meadow  Company,  and  the  Hazleton 
and  Laurel  Hill  Coal  Companies,  have  their  loco- 
motives in  use  all  burning  anthracite  coal  exclu- 
sively. 

Mr  Ross  Winans , of  Baltimore,  has  brought  one 
of  his  locomotives  on  to  the  Columbia  Railroad,  and 
we  are  gratified  in  stating  that  we  have  seen  a let- 
ter addressed  to  him  from  John  Brandt  and  James 
T.  Paxton,  the  former  the  superintendent  of  the 
machinery  used  on  that  road,  and  the  latter  the  ma- 
nager under  whose  charge  the  locomotive  was  run, 
from  which  the  following  is  extracted:  “The 
engine  was  put  to  work  at  transporting  burthen, 
and  remained  in  regular  operation  for  about  one 
month.  It  performed  with  power  and  despatch, 
taking  from  eighteen  to  twenty  loaded  cars  over 
the  road,  and  gave  great  satisfaction  to  all  who  wit- 
nessed its  operations.  The  fuel  used  was  entirely 
anthracite  coal;  the  quantity  consumed  in  propor- 
tion to  the  load  taken  was  one  ton  and  three  quar- 
ters of  coal  for  one  hundred  and  fiftv  tons  taken 
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over  the  entire  road,  the  weight  of  the  engine  and 
tender  included.”  From  the  above  mentioned, 
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and  other  trials  which  have  been  made  of  various 
locomotives,  and  on  various  routes,  it  appears,  what 
ought  never  to  have  been  doubted,  that  anthracite 
coal  can  be  employed  for  locomotives  with  quite 
as  much  advantage  on  the  railroads  within  this 
commonwealth,  where  the  coal  is  mined , as  on  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  on  which  it  has  been 
used  for  several  years  past,  and  with  increasing 
satisfaction. 

The  lots  and  water  power  at  the  town  of  White 
Haven  have  begun  to  attract  attention.  Although 
only  a few  months  have  elapsed  since  the  lots  were 
offered  to  the  public,  numerous  sales  have  already 
been  made,  chiefly  to  persons  who  will  improve 
their  lots  forthwith.  It  is  confidently  believed 
that  the  position  of  this  place,  at  the  head  of  the 
slack  water  navigation  of  the  Lehigh,  and  at  the 
termination  of  the  new  railroad  leading  from  the 
North  Branch  Canal,  near  Wilkesbarre,  together 
with  its  extensive  water  power,  will  render  it  an 
important  settlement,  which  must,  at  an  early  day, 
prove  very  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
pany, as  well  as  to  the  surrounding  country. 

At  Mauch  Chunk,  sales  of  houses  and  lots,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  continue  to  be  made,  the  Com- 
pany being  desirous  to  encourage  individual  enter- 
prise as  much  as  practicable.  Many  substantial 
buildings  have  been  erected  at  this  place,  and  fur- 
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ther  improvements  are  about  to  be  made  by  its 
industrious  and  thriving  inhabitants. 

The  town  of  South  Easton,  near  the  junction  of 
the  Lehigh  navigation  wfith  the  Delaware,  now 
contains  a numerous  and  busy  population,  and  a 
variety  of  extensive  manufactories  propelled  by  the 
waterpower  which  has  been  leased  by  the  Company. 

A considerable  amount  of  w'ater  power  has  also 
been  disposed  of  at  various  other  points  on  the  Le- 
high navigation.  This  will  lead  to  the  erection  of 
other  extensive  manufacturing  establishments,  and 
will  add  to  the  income  of  the  Company,  not  only  in 
the  amount  of  water  rent  to  be  received,  but  also  in 
the  increased  business  on  the  navigation  wrhich 
these  establishments  will  create. 

The  Report  of  the  Dividend  Committee,  and 
other  documents  exhibiting  the  present  state  of  the 
investments  and  finances  of  the  Company,  will  be 
laid  before  the  meeting,  and  will  remain  open  to 
the  inspection  of  Stockholders,  as  usual. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

JOSEPH  WATSON, 

President. 


Office  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company , 
Philadelphia , January  14,  1839. 


36 


TABLE  OF  DISTANCES. 

From  Wilkesbarre  Basin  to  Easton. 

Miles. 

From  the  Wilkesbarre  Basin,  on  the  North 
Branch  Canal,  to  Easton,  by  twenty  miles 
of  railroad  and  seventy-three  miles  Lehigh 
navigation,  ......  93 


From  Easton  to  Philadelphia , by  the  Delaware 
Division  of  the  State  Canal. 

Miles. 

From  Easton  to  Black’s  Eddy,  ...  26 

“ Bristol,  ....  60 

“ Philadelphia,-  . . .78 


From  Easton  to  New  York. 

By  the  Morris  Canal,  . . . .101 

By  the  Delaware  division  of  the  State  Canal 
to  Bristol,  thence  up  the  river  Delaware 
and  through  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
Canal,  . . . . . .156 

By  Delaware  Division  to  proposed  Outlet 
Lock  at  Black’s  Eddy,  and  thence  by  the 
Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal, . . . 126 


APPENDIX. 


Office  of  the  Lehigli  Coal  and  Navigation  Company , 
Philadelphia,  9th  Month,  26th,  1837. 

To  JOSEPH  RITNER, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  hav- 
ing completed  the  descending  navigation  by  artificial 
freshets  on  the  river  Lehigh,  between  Stoddartsville 
and  the  mouth  of  Wright’s  Creek,  referred  to  in  the 
first  section  of  the  act  of  last  session,  entitled,  “ An 
Act  authorizing  the  construction  of  a Railroad  to  con- 
nect the  North  Branch  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal,  at  or  within  the  borough  of  Wilkesbarre,  with 
the  slack  water  navigation  of  the  Lehigh,”  and  also 
a number  of  Locks,  as  part  of  the  slack  water  navi- 
gation in  the  said  river,  between  Mauch  Chunk 
and  the  mouth  of  Wright’s  Creek,  also  referred  to 
in  the  same  section  of  the  said  act, — hereby  notify 
thee  of  the  fact,  and  request  thee  to  appoint  three 
Commissioners,  under  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  sec- 
tions of  the  act  passed  the  20th  of  March  1818, 
entitled,  “An  Act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
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river  Lehigh,”  to  view  and  inspect  the  said  improve- 
ments. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JOSIAH  WHITE, 

President  pro  tem.  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company. 


Pennsylvania,  ss. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 


[fc  <S><S><®  <s><s>]tj 

SEAL  OF  THE  $ 

($)  STATE  OF  (j) 

Q PENNSYLVANIA,  (f) 
[£[<»>  <S  vS>  <§>  <S>  <S><S>g) 

Joseph  Ritner. 


JOSEPH  RITNEIt, 

GOVERNOR  OF  THE  SAID  COMMONWEALTH, 


To  Samuel  Breck,  Nathan  Beach  and  Owen 
Rice,  Esquires,  sends  greeting  : 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Na- 
vigation Company  has  given  notice  to  me  in  writing 
that  the  said  Company  has  completed  the  descending 
navigation  by  artificial  freshets  on  the  river  Lehigh, 
between  Stoddartsville  and  the  mouth  of  Wright’s 
Creek,  and  also  a number  of  Locks  as  part  of  the 
slack  water  navigation  in  said  river,  between  Mauch 
Chunk  and  the  mouth  of  Wright’s  Creek,  as  referred 
to  in  the  first  section  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly passed  the  13th  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  entitled, 
“ An  Act  authorizing  the  construction  of  a Railroad 
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to  connect  the  North  Branch  Division  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Canal,  at  or  within  the  borough  of  Wilkes- 
barre,  with  the  slack  water  navigation  of  the  Lehigh,” 
and  has  requested  that  I would  (under  the  eleventh 
and  fifteenth  sections  of  the  act  passed  the  20th  of 
March  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  entitled,  “An 
Act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  river  Lehigh,”) 
nominate  and  appoint  three  skilful,  judicious  and  dis- 
interested persons,  to  view  and  inspect  the  said  im- 
provements, and  report  thereon  : Now  know  ye, 
That  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me  by 
law  given,  I,  the  said  Joseph  Ritner,  governor  of  the 
said  commonwealth,  do,  by  these  presents,  nominate 
and  appoint  you,  the  said  Samuel  Breck,  Nathan 
Beach  and  Owen  Rice,  to  view  and  examine  the  said 
improvements,  and  with  all  convenient  despatch  to 
report  th^same  to  me  in  writing,  under  your  respec- 
tive hands  and  seals,  and  under  your  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions, whether  the  said  improvements  are  made  and 
perfected  in  a complete  and  workmanlike  manner, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  order  that  such  fur- 
ther proceedings  may  be  had  therein  as  are  required 
by  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
state,  at  Harrisburg,  this  28th  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-se- 
cond. 

By  the  Governor. 

J.  WALLACE,  Deputy  Secretary. 
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To  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  in  the  commission, 
a copy  of  which  is  hereunto  appended,  Report : That, 
in  pursuance  thereof,  they  met  at  Stoddartsville  on 
Tuesday,  the  24th  instant,  and  from  thence  proceeded, 
on  the  day  following,  in  a boat  of  seventy  feet  in 
length  by  fourteen  feet  in  width,  laden  with  a cargo 
of  stone,  &c.  of  the  weight  of  near  twelve  tons,  down 
the  river  Lehigh  to  the  mouth  of  Wright’s  Creek,  a 
distance  of  twelve  and  T~-ths  miles,  where  they  en- 
tered the  slack  water  navigation,  and  proceeded  to 
White  Haven,  a distance  of  one  and  a quarter 
miles,  accompanied  by  a raft  eighty-five  feet  in 
length  by  fourteen  and  a half  feet  wide,  containing 
11,000  feet  of  boards.  On  their  way  they  carefully 
examined  the  navigation,  and  the  two  dams  and  locks 
erected  in  the  river,  one  thereof  immediately  below 
Stoddartsville,  of  the  following  dimensions : F all  of 
lock  and  shute  ten  feet,  lock  twenty  feet  four  inches 
in  width,  and  with  the  shute  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  feet  in  length ; and  the  other,  at  the  distance  of 
two  and  a half  miles  below  Stoddartsville,  twelve  feet 
high,  lock  and  shute  overcoming  a fall  of  fifteen  feet, 
twenty  feet  four  inches  in  width  and  three  hundred 
and  thirty  feet  in  length;  both  very  substantially 
built,  and  supplied  with  locks  admirably  calculated 
for  the  lumber  trade,  and  commonly  called  “Bear 
Traps.”  The  channels  were  found  to  be  well  opened 
and  judiciously  constructed,  of  the  width  of  twenty 
feet  and  upwards,  and  of  a depth  of  two  feet  and  up- 
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wards,  forming  a good  navigation  downwards  for  arks 
and  rafts,  at  least  once  in  every  two  days,  except  du- 
ring the  winter.  The  river,  between  the  points  above 
mentioned,  winds  through  a forest  of  pine  and  hem- 
lock timber,  of  which  millions  of  feet  will  find  a safe 
and  expeditious  passage  to  market  through  this  chan- 
nel. At  White  Haven  they  entered  lock  No.  29, 
erected  near  the  head  of  the  Lehigh  Company’s  canal 
and  slackwater  navigation,  which  is  constructed  of 
stone,  and  of  the  following  dimensions:  Twenty -three 
feet  lift,  three  feet  working  guard,  five  feet  high  water 
guard,  twenty  feet  width,  one  hundred  feet  length  of 
chamber,  eighty-six  feet  clear  of  the  swing  of  gates, 
nineteen  feet  thickness  of  wall  at  bottom,  and  nine 
feet  on  top,  and  with  the  dam  adjoining  constructed  of 
timber  and  stone  (the  dimensions  of  which  are  re- 
ferred to  in  the  annexed  table),  and  built  and  perfect- 
ed in  a substantial  and  workmanlike  manner — the 
time  occupied  in  passing  this  lock,  both  filling  and 
emptying,  being  two  and  a half  minutes.  On  the 
following  day,  the  26th  inst.,  they  proceeded  over  land 
to  Mauch  Chunk,  and  from  thence,  on  the  27th  inst., 
in  a canal  boat  up  the  navigation  to  the  mouth  of  Qua- 
kake  Creek,  a distance  of  eight  and  -g^ths  miles,  on 
their  way  examining  the  several  locks  and  dams  (for 
the  number  and  dimensions  of  which  they  refer  to  the 
annexed  table)  and  the  canal  line;  which  improve- 
ments they  found  throughout  in  good  and  navigable 
order,  and  perfected  in  a complete  and  workmanlike 
manner. 

The  Commissioners  having  thus  spent  three  days 
in  viewing  and  examining  this  great  work,  have,  in 
conclusion,  to  express  to  the  Governor  their  entire  ap- 
probation of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  executed,  and 
of  the  satisfactory  proof  which  they  derived  from  a 
d* 
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close  inspection,  not  only  of  the  entire  fulfilment  of 
the  provisions  of  the  law  referring  to  this  part  of  the 
Company’s  works,  but  of  strength  in  the  locks  and 
dams,  and  rapidity  in  the  movement  and  supply  of 
the  artificial  freshets,  far  exceeding  the  injunctions  of 
their  charter.  Indeed,  the  safe  and  easy  manner  in 
which  a fall  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  feet  is 
overcome,  in  a distance  of  twelve  and  -^ths  miles, 
locks  constructed  with  the  most  solid  masonry,  united 
to  a canal  sixty  feet  wide,  five  feet  deep,  and  pools  of 
from  five  to  thirty  feet  deep,  form  a work  of  about 
twenty  miles,  overcoming  a fall  of  five  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  feet,  which  they  believed  to  be  well  calcu- 
lated to  answer  every  purpose  contemplated  by  the 
law,  and  fairly  entitle  the  Company  to  all  the  privi- 
leges which  they  claim  of  the  Governor,  under  the 
said  law  or  laws. 

These  sections  the  Commissioners  recommend  for 
license : to  wit,  The  descending  navigation  from  Stod- 
dartsville  to  Wright’s  Creek,  being  a distance  of 
twelve  and  -/—ths  miles;  the  slack  water  navigation 
from  Wright’s  Creek  to  White  Haven,  a distance  of 
one  and  a quarter  miles,  and  the  slackwater  and  canal 
navigation  for  ascending  and  descending,  of  eight  and 
_6_9_ths  miles,  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Quakake  Creek. 
The  intermediate  distance,  of  about  eighteen  miles, 
not  being  finished  yet,  they  did  not  officially  visit, 
and  now  refer  to  it  as  being  in  great  forwardness,  and 
expected  to  be  finished  in  the  ensuing  spring,  because 
it  is  connected  with  the  sections  visited  by  them,  and 
as  forming,  with  the  foregoing,  the  whole  of  the  se- 
cond grand  division  of  the  river  Lehigh,  as  described 
in  the  first  law  incorporating  the  present  Company. 
It  will  be  for  a future  commission  to  report  to  the  Go- 
vernor upon  these  eighteen  miles,  whenever  they  shall 
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be  ready  for  inspection.  In  the  mean  time,  they  re- 
peat their  conviction  of  the  Company  having  fulfilled 
every  provision  of  the  law  in  the  construction  of  the 
aforesaid  descending  navigation  of  twelve  and  TVoths 
miles,  and  of  the  ascending  and  descending  naviga- 
tion of  nine  and  TV4oths  miles. 

Before  they  conclude,  they  beg  to  add,  that  the  de- 
sire of  the  Company  to  complete  the  entire  navigation 
of  this  important  river  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
law  is  such,  that  they  have  had  seventeen  hundred 
men  at  work,  as  they  are  informed  by  the  managers, 
during  the  last  year,  and  have  at  this  moment  two 
thousand,  the  greater  part  of  whom  they  mean  to 
continue  in  their  employment  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  this 
27th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1837. 

SAMUEL  BRECK,  [l.  s.] 

N.  BEACH,  [l.  s.] 

OWEN  RICE,  [l.  s.] 

Northampton  County , to  wit : 

On  the  28th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1837,  before  me 
the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  said  county,  personally  appeared  the  above  named 
Samuel  Breck,  Nathan  Beach  and  Owen  Rice,  who, 
on  their  solemn  oaths  and  affirmations,  duly  adminis- 
tered according  to  law,  severally  declared  and  said, 
that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  Report,  are 
just  and  true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  be- 
lief. In  testimony  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

J.  S.  WALLACE,  J.  P.,  [l.  s.] 
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Pennsylvania,  ss. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 


C3  «><»«>«' <s>  <S>  □ 

($)  SEAL  OF  THE  ® 
(f)  STATE  OF  (j) 
$)  PENNSYLVANIA.  @) 

0 <S>  <S>®  <S>  <&>  <&>  <S>  a 

Joseph  Ritner. 


JOSEPH  RITNER, 

GOVERNOR  OF  THE  SAID  COMMONWEALTH, 


To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  sends 
greeting : 


Whereas,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth 
sections  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the 
20th  day  of  March  1818,  entitled,  “ An  Act  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Lehigh,”  Commissioners 
were  appointed  by  me,  on  the  8th  day  of  September 
1837,  to  view  and  examine  the  descending  navigation, 
by  artificial  freshets,  on  the  river  Lehigh,  between 
Stoddartsville  and  the  mouth  of  Wright’s  Creek,  and 
also  a number  of  Locks  as  part  of  the  slack  water 
navigation  in  the  said  river,  between  Mauch  Chunk 
and  the  mouth  of  Wright’s  Creek,  upon  the  notifica- 
tion of  the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Company 
for  making  the  same,  that  the  said  descending  navi- 
gation and  locks,  as  aforesaid,  are  made  and  perfected 
agreeably  to  certain  acts  of  assembly  referred  to  in  the 
first  section  of  an  act  passed  the  13th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1837,  entitled,  “ An  Act  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a Railroad  to  connect  the  North  Branch 
Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  at  or  within  the 
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borough  of  Wilkesbarre,  with  the  slack  water  naviga- 
tion of  the  Lehigh,”  which  authorize  the  making  the 
same;  and  whereas,  the  said  Commissioners,  Samuel 
Breck,  Nathan  Beach  and  Owen  Bice,  Esquires,  have 
reported  to  me  in  writing,  under  their  respective  hands 
and  seals,  and  under  their  oaths  and  affirmations,  that 
they  have  viewed  and  examined  the  said  descending 
navigation,  and  the  locks  specified  in  their  report,  and 
that  they  are  made  and  perfected  in  a complete  and 
workmanlike  manner,  agreeably  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  acts  of  assembly  on  the  subject : 
Now  know  ye,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  directions 
and  authority  in  the  said  acts  of  the  general  assembly 
contained,  I,  the  said  Joseph  Ritner,  governor  of  the 
said  commonwealth,  do  hereby  permit,  license,  and 
suffer  the  said  President,  Managers  and  Company,  to 
fix  and  appoint  so  many  places  on  the  aforesaid  de- 
scending navigation,  and  the  locks,  as  aforesaid,  form- 
ing part  of  the  slack  water  navigation  before  referred 
to,  as  will  be  necessary  and  sufficient  to  collect  the 
tolls  and  duties  granted  by  law  to  the  said  Company, 
from  all  persons  having  charge  of  all  boats,  arks,  ves- 
sels, crafts  and  rafts,  passing  up  and  down  the  same. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  state 
at  Harrisburg,  this  2d  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1837,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
second. 

By  the  Governor. 

J.  WALLACE,  Deputy  Secretary. 
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Office,  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company , 
Philadelphia,  March  16,  1838. 

To  JOSEPH  RITNER, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  having 
completed  the  navigation  referred  to  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  last  session,  entitled,  “An  Act  au- 
thorizing the  construction  of  a Railroad,  to  connect 
the  North  Branch  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal, 
at  or  within  the  borough  of  Wilkesbarre,  with  the 
slack  water  navigation  of  the  Lehigh,”  hereby  notify 
your  Excellency  of  the  fact,  and  request  you  to  appoint 
three  Commissioners,  under  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth 
sections  of  the  act  passed  the  20th  of  March  1818,  en- 
titled, “ An  Act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Lehigh,”  to  view  and  inspect  the  said  improvement. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  WATSON,  President. 


Pennsylvania,  ss. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 


0<S>«>  <5r<3><S><S><S>0 
(J)  SEAL  OF  THE  ® 

§)  STATE  OF  (J) 

PENNSYLVANIA.  (§) 

0 <&  <S>  <3>  <*>  <S>  <&  <3>  a 

Joseph  Ritner.  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  SAID  COMMONWEALTH, 


JOSEPH  RITNER, 


To  Samuel  Breck  of  Philadelphia  county,  Nathan 
Beach  of  Luzerne  county,  and  Owen  Rice  of  North- 
ampton county,  Esquires,  sends  greeting  : 
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Whereas,  the  President  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company  has  given  notice  to  me  in  writ- 
ing that  the  said  Company  has  completed  the  naviga- 
tion referred  to  in  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  entitled,  “An  Act  authorizing  the 
construction  of  a Railroad,  to  connect  the  North  Branch 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  at  or  within  the 
borough  of  Wilkesbarre,  with  the  slack  water  naviga- 
tion of  the  Lehigh,  passed  the  13th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1837,  and  have  requested  that  I would,  under 
the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  sections  of  the  act  passed 
the  20th  day  of  March  1818,  entitled,  “An  Act  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  river  Lehigh,”  nominate 
and  appoint  three  skilful,  judicious  and  disinterested 
persons  to  view  and  inspect  the  said  improvements, 
and  report  thereon  : Now  know  ye,  that  by  virtue  of 
the  power  and  authority  to  me  by  law  given,  I,  the 
said  Joseph  Ritner,  governor  of  the  said  common- 
wealth, do,  by  these  presents,  nominate  and  appoint 
you,  the  said  Samuel  Breck,  Nathan  Beach  and  Owen 
Rice,  Esquires,  to  view  and  examine  the  said  improve- 
ments, and  with  all  convenient  despatch  to  report  to 
me,  in  writing,  under  your  respective  hands  and  seals, 
and  under  your  oaths  or  affirmations,  whether  the  said 
improvement  is  made  and  perfected  in  a complete  and 
workmanlike  manner,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  in 
order  that  such  further  proceedings  may  be  had  there- 
in as  are  required  by  law. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
state,  at  Harrisburg,  this  19th  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1838,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
sixty-second. 

By  the  Governor. 

J.  WALLACE,  Deputy  Secretary. 
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To  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  in  the  commission 
whereof  a copy  is  hereunto  appended,  Report,  that  in 
pursuance  of  their  appointment  they  met  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  and  from  thence  proceeded,  on  the  11th  of 
June,  inst.,  on  board  of  a canal  boat,  up  the  navigation 
to  the  mouth  of  Quakake  Creek,  passing  through  lock 
No.  12,  the  point  at  which  they  closed  their  inspec- 
tion in  October  last;  commencing  their  present  exami- 
nation at  this  point,  situated  in  the  upper  or  second 
grand  section  of  the  Lehigh  improvements,  from 
thence  passing  along  the  navigation  upwards,  to  lock 
No.  29,  at  White  Haven,  a distance  of  sixteen  miles 
and  Troths ; one  mile  and  TVVths  thereof  being  canal, 
and  the  remaining  fourteen  miles  and  T~ths  slack 
water  navigation.  On  their  way  they  carefully  viewed 
and  inspected  the  improvements  in  said  section,  con- 
sisting of  sixteen  stone  locks  and  thirteen  dams,  all  of 
which  being  constructed  in  the  most  substantial  man- 
ner, and  of  the  best  materials  (the  dams  of  timber  and 
stone),  and  perfected  in  a complete  and  workmanlike 
manner,  and  the  whole  of  the  improvements  through- 
out being  found  in  good  and  navigable  order,  and  the 
tow-paths  along  the  slack  water  navigation  all  lined 
with  stones.  The  dimensions  of  the  largest  of  the 
locks  (No.  27,  called  “Pennsylvania  Lock”)  being  as 
follows : twenty-seven  feet  thickness  of  solid  wall  at 
the  bottom,  and  ten  feet  on  the  top;  thirty  feet  lift, 
three  feet  working  guard,  chamber  of  twenty  feet  in 
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width,  and  one  hundred  feet  in  length,  eighty-six  feet 
clear  of  the  swing  of  the  gates,  and  containing  nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-two  cubic  yards 
of  masonry,  and  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  nineteen  feet,  board  measure,  of  tim- 
ber work ; and  the  largest  of  the  dams  being  of  the 
height  of  fifty-eight  feet,  and  of  the  width  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  feet  at  the  combing.  For  a parti- 
cular description  of  the  remaining  locks  and  dams  the 
Commissioners  refer  to  the  Table  hereunto  appended 
On  the  said  section  there  will  yet  be  erected  a bridge 
across  the  river,  the  solid  stone  abutments  of  which 
are  completed,  and  the  superstructure,  of  one  span  ot 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet,  is  now  under  contract,  to  be 
finished  by  the  1st  day  of  September  next ; in  the 
mean  time,  the  navigation  will  be  kept  in  complete 
operation  by  means  of  a rope  ferry,  established  at  this 
point.  The  amount  total,  of  lockage,  in  the  sixteen 
miles  before  described,  is  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  feet. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  made  on  the  27th  of 
October  last,  by  the  undersigned,  that  about  eighteen 
miles  of  the  second  grand  section  or  division  of  the 
river  Lehigh  were  then  in  hand,  but  not  yet  finished. 
The  commission,  under  which  the  undersigned  now 
act,  authorizes  and  enjoins  upon  them  to  examine  and 
report  upon  that  section,  and  which  has  been  done  by 
them  in  the  manner  herein  set  forth.  In  addition  to 
the  particulars  therein  contained,  they  may  state,  that 
they  found  the  river  unusually  full  of  water,  which 
had  risen  so  high  as  to  float,  from  the  pool  at  White 
Haven,  nearly  all  the  logs  that  had  been  accumulat- 
ing for  a length  of  time,  and  formed  a very  large 
mass  of  heavy  timber,  from  one  to  three  feet  diameter, 
which  they  found  lodged  upon  the  dams,  or  lying  on 
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the  face,  or  at  the  foot  of  them,  the  whole  distance 
from  White  Haven  to  Mauch  Chunk,  thus  testing  the 
strength  of  the  dams  and  locks  by  the  united  pressure 
of  the  water  and  the  timber.  In  no  instance  have  the 
noble  works  been  injured,  except  the  angle  of  one  of 
the  abutments,  which  was  a little  fractured  by  the  fall 
of  a large  tree  against  it,  in  passing  the  dam.  The 
undersigned  are  assured  by  Mr  Douglas,  the  able 
engineer,  that  a trifling  expense  will  replace  the 
broken  stones,  and  give  additional  strength  to1  the 
abutment. 

The  Company  having  now  fully  complied  with  the 
law,  and  in  a manner  honourable  to  themselves,  and, 
[as  Pennsylvanians,  the  undersigned  say,  with  pride], 
most  honourable  to  the  state,  we  deem  them  entitled 
to  a license  for  charging  and  collecting  the  legal  tolL 

In  ascending  this  division  of  the  Lehigh,  the  Com- 
missioners passed  through  a succession  of  the  largest, 
best  constructed,  and  most  easily  managed  locks  with- 
in their  knowledge,  and  of  such  magnitude  as  greatly 
to  exceed  every  public  -work  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States.  They  were  filled  with  admiration  and  delight 
as  they  examined  these  stupendous  works,  erected  on 
that  river,  which,  three  years  ago,  was  wild,  shallow 
and  useless,  and  has  now  been  converted  into  a calm 
and  beautiful  stream,  suited  for  all  purposes  of  naviga- 
tion, either  for  trade  or  pleasure,  and  will,  as  it  is 
hoped  and  contemplated,  be,  at  no  distant  day,  navi- 
gated by  sea  vessels,  so  constructed  as  to  load  at 
White  Haven,  and  discharge  at  the  ports  along  the 
Atlantic  shore;  to  these  may  be  added  packets  for  pas- 
sengers, which,  by  their  size  and  comforts,  will  con- 
vey to  the  centre  of  this  district  of  country,  visiters 
and  travellers  to  whom  it  has  heretofore  been  both 
closed  and  unknown. 
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The  undersigned  would  further  state,  that  on  the 
10th  of  June  inst.,  a boat  laden  with  forty  tons  of  mer- 
chandize was  carried  through  the  Lehigh  improve- 
ments or  navigation,  from  Maueh  Chunk  to  White 
Haven,  in  fourteen  hours,  drawn  by  one  set  of  two 
horses — and  that  the  locks  on  the  whole  of  said 
navigation  are  of  a capacity  to  pass  boats  of  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
burthen. 

Witness  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  Commissioners, 
at  Mauch  Chunk,  this  12th  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1838. 

SAMUEL  BRECK,  [l.  s.] 

N.  BEACH,  [l.  s.] 

O WEN  RICE,  [l.  s.] 

Northampton  County , to  wit  : 

On  the  12th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1838,  before  me, 
the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  said  county,  personally  appeared  the  within  named 
Samuel  Breck,  Nathan  Beach  and  Owen  Rice,  who, 
on  their  solemn  oaths  and  affirmations,  duly  adminis- 
tered according  to  law,  severally  declared  and  said 
that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  report  are  just 
and  true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  the  day  and  year  afore- 
said. 


J.  S.  WALLACE,  J.  P.,  [l.  s.] 
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Pennsylvania,  ss. 


In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 


E <S><S>  «> <&>  <&>  ^ 0 

® SEAL  OF  THE  ® 

(0  STATE  OF  $ 

@)  PENNSYLVANIA.  $ 

Joseph  Ritner.  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  SAID  COMMONWEALTH, 


JOSEPH  RITNER, 


To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  sends 
greeting : 


Whereas,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth 
sections  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled, 
“An  Act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  river  Le- 
high,” passed  the  20th  day  of  March  1818,  Commis- 
sioners were  appointed  by  me,  on  the  19th  day  of 
March  1838,  to  view  and  examine  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Lehigh,  from  lock 
No.  12  to  lock  No.  29,  at  White  Haven,  a distance 
of  sixteen  miles  and  R^ths;  one  mile  and  f^ths 
thereof  being  canal,  and  the  remaining  fourteen  miles 
and  -ibyhs  slack  water  navigation ; upon  the  no- 
tification of  the  President  and  Managers  of  the 
Company  for  making  the  same,  that  the  said  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Lehigh 
was  made  and  perfected  agreeably  to  certain  acts 
of  assembly,  referred  to  in  the  first  section  of  an  act 
passed  the  13th  day  of  March  1837,  entitled,  “An 
Act  authorizing  the  construction  of  a Railroad  to  con- 
nect the  North  Branch  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal,  at  or  within  the  borough  of  Wilkesbarre,  with 
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the  slack  water  navigation  of  the  river  Lehigh,”  which 
authorize  the  making  of  the  same — And  whereas,  the 
said  Commissioners,  Samuel  Breck,  Nathan  Beach 
and  Owen  Rice,  Esquires,  have  reported  to  me  in 
writing,  under  their  respective  hands  and  seals,  and 
under  their  oaths  and  affirmations,  that  they  have 
viewed  and  examined  the  said  remaining  portion  of 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Lehigh,  specified  in  their 
report,  and  that  it  is  made  and  perfected  in  a complete 
and  workmanlike  manner,  agreeably  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  acts  of  assembly  on  the  subject ; 
Now  know  ye,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  and 
authority  in  the  said  recited  acts  of  the  general  assem- 
bly contained,  I,  the  said  Joseph  Ritner,  governor  of 
the  said  commonwealth,  do  hereby  permit,  license 
and  suffer  the  said  President,  Managers  and  Company 
to  fix  and  appoint  so  many  places  on  the  said  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Lehigh,  so 
made  and  perfected  as  aforesaid,  as  will  be  necessary 
and  sufficient  to  collect  the  tolls  and  duties  granted  by 
law  to  the  said  Company,  from  all  persons  having 
charge  of  all  boats,  arks,  vessels,  crafts  and  rafts  pass- 
ing up  and  down  the  same. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
state,  at  Harrisburg,  this  19th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1838,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-second. 

By  the  Governor. 

J.  WALLACE,  Deputy  Secretary. 


E* 


The  following  connected  Table  of  the  Distances,  Dams,  Locks,  4 c.,  on  the  Upper  Grand  Section  of 
the  Lehigh,  is  msei  ted  m hen  of  the  separate  'Tables  referred  to  in 
the  Reports  of  the  Commissioners. 
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Sandy  Creek,  ....  20.637 

Lock  No.  25,  . . . . 20.976  20 

Lock  No.  26,  Dam  No.  17,  . 21.569  25  237 

Hay’s  Creek,  ....  21.739 
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Second  Dam  and  Shute,  15  feet,  35.847  o 

Mouth  of  Tobyhanna,  . . 36.613 

First  Dam  and  Shute,  11  feet,  . — - — 

Great  Falls,  Stoddartsville,  . 38.261  935.83 


LOWER  GRAND  SECTION. 
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Slate  Dam,  .....  20.290  Inlet  to  Basin,  ....  46.148 

Siegfried’s  Bridge, ....  22.665  „ Delaware  River,  . . 46.216 
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according  to  the  quality  of  the  stone.  Total  Fall,  353.2  feet. 

The  30  feet  lift  Lock  is  filled  or  emptied  in  two 
minutes  and  a half. 
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each,  say  10,800  dollars — making  a total  saving  of  90,800  dollars  pqr  annum. 


